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T H E  W H I T E  H O U S E  

W A S H  I N G T O  N 
c 

PRIVATE INF EXCHANGE 

With  respect t o  t h e  p r i v a t e  INF e x c h a n g e  which took p l a c e  a t  t h e  
c lose  of t h e  l a s t  s e s s i o n ,  I have d e c i d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

- The U.S. s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  press f o r  t h e  z e r o / z e r o  
approach .  

- N o  a c t i o n s  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  t o  close t h e  p r i v a t e  
c h a n n e l .  I f  t h e  S o v i e t s  r e s p o n d  i n  t h a t  c h a n n e l ,  
t h e  foll .owing p o i n t s  s h o u l d  be made: 

-- The U . S .  b e l i e v e s  t h e  z e r o / z e r o  p r o p o s a l  i s  
t h e  best  approach  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  r i s k  of 
n u c l e a r  c o n f l i c t  and  t o  e n s u r e  e f f e c t i v e  
v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

-- The U.S. c a n n o t  a c c e p t  a p o s i t i o n  i n  which 
t h e  S o v i e t s  r e t a i n  s h o r t  t i m e - o f - f l i g h t  SS-20 
b a l l i s t i c  miss i les  w h i l e  t h e  U . S .  f o r e g o e s  
P e r s h i n g  I1 b a l l i s t i c  miss i les  (and r e t a i n s  
o n l y  t h e  slower, a i r - b r e a t h i n g  G L C M s * ) .  

-- If t h e  S o v i e t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  be admantly opposed  
t o  z e r o / z e r o ,  w e  s h o u l d  place t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
on  them t o  propose a l t e r n a t i v e s  fo r  e q u i t a b l y  
i e d u c i n g  t h e  t o t a l  missile f o r c e  s t r u c t u r e s .  .l6 

I n  p r e p a r i n g  for t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a Soviet  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  
e x c h a n g e ,  a n  NSPG working g r o u p  s h o u l d  p r e p a r e ,  on a c l o s e - h o l d  
b a s i s ,  t a l k i n g  p o i n t s  which o u t l i n e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  m i l i t a r y  a n d  
o t h e r  r e a s o n s  why t h e  U . S .  c a n n o t  accept i t .  4 

* a n d  s h o r t e r  r ange  b a l l i s t i c  s y s t e m s  
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